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Letter from the Head of Secondary 
 
 

Dear Student, 
 

This IGCSE Options Booklet is designed to help you through the process of deciding 

on your Key Stage 4 option subjects. Please read the booklet very carefully. The next 

two school years are a very important part of your education. This booklet is 

designed to help you make the right choices for you and to achieve the best 

possible results in all of your subjects by the end of Year 11. 

 
You may already have a specific university degree or career in mind and there 

might, therefore, be some subjects that you would be advised to choose. It is 

important that you speak with subject leaders, careers advisers and your Form 

Tutor in order to confirm if this is the case. The most important advice you will be 

given is to choose the subjects that you are most likely to enjoy, as this will make 

you more likely to be successful. When choosing your subjects, make sure to aim for 

a balance of subjects to give you the widest possible choice of careers. 

 
By making the right decisions now, it will ensure that you enjoy your time with us 

and achieve the best results you can. Your success in Year 11 will pave the way for 

the next steps in your education at the age of 16. 

 
At Al Sadiq Islamic English School, we want you to do well, like the thousands of 

successful students who have gone before you. We hope that you will leave the 

school feeling proud of your achievements and move on to courses, training and 

careers that will enable you to realise your dreams, whatever they may be. I can 

assure you that all the staff are looking forward to working with you to help you 

achieve your potential. 

 
Ms. Beatrice Sahayaraj 

Head of Secondary 

3 
KEY STAGE 4 OPTIONS BOOKLET AL SADIQ ISLAMIC ENGLISH SCHOOL 



KEY STAGE 4 OPTIONS BOOKLET AL SADIQ ISLAMIC ENGLISH SCHOOL 
4 

Introduction to Subject Options 
 

You have reached an exciting point in your educational 

path where you start to focus your learning efforts into 

areas you find most interesting and enjoyable. 

 

Our Key Stage 4 provision at Al Sadiq Islamic School follows 

the IGCSE programme. The IGCSEs are the international 

adaptations of the GCSEs (a British examination system), 

and carry the same significance with educational 

institutions worldwide. 

 

The information in this options booklet will give you an 

idea of what studying each subject entails, how you will be 

assessed and what potential jobs and degrees are available 

to you if you choose to study that subject. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The guiding principles of our options process are: 

 
- To provide a broad and balanced curriculum with a strong 

academic core 

- To ensure that everyone has access to all the curriculum areas 

- To meet the learning needs of individuals 

- To ensure high expectations and achievement for all 

- To provide clear and unambiguous communication with 

students and parents 

- To prepare students to meet the future expectations of 

employers 
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English Language 

 
Mathematics 

 
Science Subject 

Information & 
Communication 
Technology (ICT) 

 

Physical 
Education 

 

Subject Choices 
Al Sadiq Islamic English School is committed to the provision of a broad and balanced curriculum to meet the needs 

of all students, allowing them to succeed during Key Stage 4 and beyond into Post-16 education. We are 

committed, furthermore, to ensuring that all our learners acquire and develop the necessary skills, experience and 

qualifications needed for university and the world of work. 

 

All students at Al Sadiq Islamic English School will undertake the Core Subjects and will then have subjects to opt for 

from the Optional Subjects. Some students must also take the Ministry of Education subjects; this is explained 

further in page 7 of this booklet. 

 

 

Core Subjects 
 
 

     

 
 
 

 
Optional Subjects 
Students choose one subject from each of the following option blocks. 

 

 
 

Option Block 1 Option Block 2 Option Block 3 Option Block 4 Option Block 5 

Biology Chemistry Physics Environmental 
Management 

Urdu 

 
Accounting 

 
Economics 

 
Business Studies 

 
Biology 

Bengali 

    Art & Design 

Non-IGCSE, not examined IGCSE IGCSE IGCSE IGCSE 
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Core Science 

As per guidelines set out by the Ministry of Education, all students are required to study a science as part of their 

IGCSEs. At Al Sadiq Islamic English School, we run the following science courses: Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

 
 

 

 
Core Physical Education 

To ensure that all students are provided with timetabled exercise each week, all Year 10 and 11 students at Al Sadiq 

Islamic English School must take Physical Education (PE). We are not providing PE as an IGCSE subject, therefore, it 

is not examined. This subject will be taught in accordance with the National Curriculum of England. 
 



KEY STAGE 4 OPTIONS BOOKLET AL SADIQ ISLAMIC ENGLISH SCHOOL 
7 

 

 

Ministry of Education (MOE) Subjects 

Arabic 
All students who are Arabic passport holders must continue to study MoE Arabic as a First Language (Arabic A) 

outlined by the Ministry of Education in Years 10 and 11. Students who follow this programme can complete an 

IGCSE in Arabic (Modern Foreign Language Arabic) as an extra IGCSE qualification. 

Arabic B (second language) is provided for students with non-Arabic passports and is compulsory for all in Year 10 

only. Arabic B students will then be given prep/intervention sessions in Year 11 to replace Arabic B lessons. 

 

Islamic Studies 
All Muslim students must study the Islamic Studies curriculum outlined by the Ministry of Education in Years 10 and 

11. The Ministry of Education Islamic course is delivered alongside IGCSE Islamiyat to enable those students who 

wish to pursue this subject as an additional IGCSE qualification. 

 

Moral, Social and Cultural Studies 
It is a KHDA requirement that all students take Moral, Social and Cultural 

Studies in years 10 and 11. The subject is broken down into the following 

key areas: 

Moral Studies: Developing the individual as a moral being. Developing 

the language, understanding and skills of moral thinking and reasoning. 

Applying moral thinking to the individual in a variety of social contexts, 

as well as to the development of others in their school, family and local 

communities. 

Social Studies: Equipping individuals with a grounding in the common 

knowledge of the past, human geography, sociology, economics, 

information literacy and information processing to create an awareness 

of the commonality of humanity and to understand the value of lifeline 

learning. 

Cultural Studies: Infusing individuals with knowledge of milestones of 

UAE national social, economic, and cultural development, heritage and 

national identity symbols, and the rights and responsibilities of living in 

the UAE as a global citizen. 
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Subject Guidance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The 
fundamentals 
of accounting 

Sources and 
recording of 

data 

Verification of 
accounting 

records 

Accounting 
procedures 

Preparation of 
financial 

statements 

Analysis and 
interpretation 

Accounting 
principles and 

policies 

 
 

Accounting 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge IGCSE Accounting (0452) – Specifications 

 

Why study Accounting? 
With more and more students choosing to study accounting, it is fast becoming one of our most popular subject 

areas. Accounting can open an array of opportunities for students. Choosing accounting is beneficial in the sense 

that it is highly flexible. Whether you want to work in fashion, politics, sport or business, accounting could be your 

route. 

 

What is the course content? 
The Cambridge IGCSE Accounting course consists of the following key subject areas: 

 

 

 

How will students be assessed? 
Students will complete two exam papers: 

 

Paper 1 (35 Marks) Paper 2 (100 Marks) 

Multiple Choice Questions Structured Questions 
 
 

What skills will students develop? 
This course will enable students to focus on the skills of recording, reporting, presenting and interpreting financial 

information, that form an ideal foundation for further study, and for a future career within the profession. 

 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
IGCSE Accounting provides a basic foundation for further studies in Management Accounting, Financial Accounting, 

Chartered Accounting, and other business related subjects. Students have gone on to work in the areas of 

professional accountancy, investment banking, investment analysis, management consultancy and financial 

management 
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Head of Commerce 

Mr. Shoeb 
shoebarif@alsadiqschool.com 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596935-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
mailto:shoebarif@alsadiqschool.com
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Arabic 
(Arabic A students only – Arabic passport holders) 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge IGCSE Arabic – Foreign Language (0544) – Specifications 

 

Why study Arabic? 
Our students are particularly well placed to excel in this subject, having had many years of Arabic education. If you 

enjoy meeting and talking to people from Arabic countries, finding out about their cultures, and learning how 

language works, then studying IGCSE Arabic is an excellent choice for you. 

 

What is the course content? 
IGCSE Arabic helps you explore a wide range of topics, from celebrations and festivals, through getting by as a 

tourist in an Arabic speaking country to international campaigns and events. You will learn about the Arabic culture 

through a range of interesting topics that will add to your understanding of the language and country. 

 

How will students be assessed? 
All candidates take four papers and each paper tests Modern Standard Arabic. 

 
Paper 1 (40 Marks) Paper 2 (45 Marks) Paper 3 (40 Marks) Paper 4 (45 Marks) 

Listening Reading Speaking Writing 
 

 

What skills will students develop? 
IGCSE Arabic develops many skills, such as the ability to communicate clearly, be confident about speaking in public 

and writing coherently. This qualification will certainly add an extra dimension to your personal skills profile which 

will impress anyone who reads your CV. This will put you in a stronger position to get a job in companies with 

international links or improve your employability if you would like to work abroad. It is an obvious advantage to 

being able to work or study in an Arabic-speaking country, and you will also find it easier to learn other languages. 

Completing IGCSE Arabic is the foundation for studying Arabic courses in Sixth Form to further your knowledge of 

the language and culture. 

 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
The skills developed by students who study languages, particularly those in a different language to their native 

tongue, show skills to universities and employers which are not developed elsewhere in the curriculum. Students 

who might not consider studying the subject directly at university may choose to add it as a minor, e.g., Business 

Management with Arabic. Studying Arabic opens a wide range of opportunities for students interested in teaching 

the language, or working a wide array of jobs here in the Middle East. You could also be a representative for 

companies which requires the ability to speak the language. 

 
Head of Arabic 

Mr. Madih 
madih33@alsadiqschool.com 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/556993-2022-2024-syllabus.pdf
mailto:madih33@alsadiqschool.com
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Painting and 
related media 

 

Graphic 
communication 

Three- 
dimensional 

design 

 

Textiles and 
fashion 

 
Photography 

 

Art & Design 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge IGCSE Art & Design (0400) – Specifications 

 

Why study Art & Design? 
Cambridge IGCSE Art & Design encourages a range of skills, stimulates aesthetic awareness, knowledge and critical 

understanding of art, and provides opportunities for learners to develop a range of skills. Crucially, a personal and 

independent perspective is encouraged at all times. The syllabus is designed to accommodate a wide range of 

abilities, materials and resources, and allows the different skills of the teaching staff to be fully used. 

 

Art & Design appeals to learners who wish to explore practical work through a range of two- and/or three- 

dimensional processes and include new media and technologies in addition to traditional media and processes. 

 

What is the course content? 
Cambridge IGCSE Art & Design has been designed to offer a broad choice of media and approaches so that 

candidates can produce a personal response and schools can play to their strengths in terms of staff expertise and 

interests. 

 

The broad areas of study are: 
 
 

 

 

How will students be assessed? 
All students take two papers: 

 
Paper 1 (100 Marks) Paper 2 (100 Marks) 

Coursework Externally set assignment 
 

 
Note: During coursework, candidates research, develop and realise a project from one or more of the areas of 

study and should explore a theme. 

What skills will students develop? 
The syllabus helps equip learners with lifelong skills, such as developing confidence and enthusiasm as they develop 

technical skills in two- and/or three-dimensional form and composition, the ability to identify and solve problems in 

visual and tactile forms, and the ability to develop ideas from initial attempts to outcomes. 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
You could continue your art and design studies at AS and A-level. You’ll also be able to choose areas of study to 

specialise in within a particular title. Art & Design opens the door to lots of exciting careers such as fashion/graphic 

design, animation, illustration, photography, architecture, product/textile/interior design, advertising, publishing, 

visual media, and teaching. 

 
Head of Art & Design 

Ms. Kashish 
kashish.r@alsadiqschool.com 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/635731-2024-syllabus.pdf
mailto:kashish.r@alsadiqschool.com
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Continuous 
writing 

 

Writing for a 
specific reason 

Language 
usage/reading 

comprehension 

 

Bengali 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge O Level Bengali (3204) – Specifications 

 

Why study Bengali? 
Cambridge O Level Bengali is accepted by universities and employers as proof of knowledge and understanding of 

the language. It also enables students to delve deeper into a language that will provide a wider range of skills and 

job opportunities in the future. 

 

What is the course content? 
The Cambridge O Level Bengali syllabus is broken down into three key areas: 

 

 

How will students be assessed? 
All candidates take 2 papers: 

 
 

Paper 1 (90 Marks) Paper 2 (110 Marks) 

Composition Writing Language Usage and Comprehension 
 
 

What skills will students develop? 
Successful candidates gain lifelong skills, such as the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively in 

writing, the ability to use a wide range of vocabulary, and correct grammar, spelling and punctuation. 

 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
The skills developed by students who study languages show skills to universities and employers which are not 

developed elsewhere in the curriculum. Students who might not consider studying the subject directly at university 

may choose to add it as a minor, e.g., Business Management with Bengali. Studying Bengali opens a wide range of 

opportunities for students interested in teaching the language, working countless jobs in that part of the world. 

Students could also be representatives for companies which requires the ability to speak the language. 

 
Head of MFL 

Ms. Noureen 
noureen.fatima@alsadiqschool.com 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/611606-2023-syllabus.pdf
mailto:noureen.fatima@alsadiqschool.com


KEY STAGE 4 OPTIONS BOOKLET AL SADIQ ISLAMIC ENGLISH SCHOOL 
13 

 

 

Characteristics and 
classification of 
living organisms 

 
Organisation of the 

organism 

 
Movement into and 

out of cells 

 

Biological molecules 

 

Enzymes 

 

Plant nutrition 

 

Biology 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge IGCSE Biology (0610) – Specifications 

 

Why study Biology? 
Biology is the study of living things and, by studying IGCSE Biology, students will gain an insight into the natural 

world. A qualification in IGCSE Biology is an internationally recognised course that provides the base for a biology- 

related career or for further study into A Level. 

 

What is the course content? 

 

      
 

      
 

   

How will students be assessed? 
Both core and extended students will take three exam papers: 

 
Core Candidates: 

 

Paper 1 (40 Marks) Paper 3 (80 Marks) Paper 6 (40 Marks) 

Multiple choice questions 

 
Extended Candidates: 

Short answer & structured questions Experimental skills 

Paper 2 (40 Marks) Paper 4 (80 Marks) Paper 6 (40 Marks) 

Multiple choice questions Short answer & structured questions Experimental skills 
 

 

What skills will students develop? 
IGCSE Biology develops a set of transferable skills including handling data, practical problem-solving and applying 

the scientific method. Learners develop relevant attitudes, such as concern for accuracy and precision, enquiry, 

initiative, inventiveness and the essential scientific skills required for progression to further studies or employment. 

 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
Choosing Biology will provide learners with career opportunities in a variety of professions including scientific and 

medical research, forensics, nursing, pharmacology, dentistry, veterinary science, paramedical, ecology, nutrition, 

personal training, biochemical engineering, environmental conservation and education. 

 
Biotechnology and 

genetic modification 

 
Human influences 

on ecosystems 

 
Organisms and their 

environment 

 
Variation and 

selection 

 

Inheritance 

 

Reproduction 

 

Drugs 

 
Coordination and 

response 

 

Excretion in humans 

 

Respiration 

 
Gas exchange in 

humans 

 
Diseases and 

immunity 

 

Transport in animals 

 

Transport in plants 

 

Human nutrition 

 
Head of Science 

Ms.Shaniba 
Shaniba@alsadiqschool.com 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595426-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
mailto:Shaniba@alsadiqschool.com
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Understanding 
Buisness Activity 

 

People in 
Business 

 
Marketing 

 

Operations 
Management 

Financial 
Information and 

Decisions 

External 
influences on 

Business Activity 

 

Business Studies 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge IGCSE Business Studies (0450) – Specifications 

 

Why study Business Studies? 
Business Studies involves discovering why and how businesses are set up, what they aim to achieve and how they 

do it. It is designed to provide a grounding in the world of Business and the ability to calculate and interpret 

business data and the communication skills needed to support arguments with reasons. 

What is the course content? 
The Cambridge IGCSE Business Studies course consists of the following key subject areas: 

 

 

 
 
 

How will students be assessed? 
Students will take two exam papers: 

 
 

Paper 1 (80 Marks) Paper 2 (80 Marks) 

Short answers & structured data responses Four questions based on one longer case study 
 

 

What skills will students develop? 
This course helps students to gain lifelong skills, including the ability to calculate and interpret business data, 

communication skills needed to support arguments with reasons and the ability to analyse business situations and 

reach decisions or judgements. The course balances a thorough knowledge and understanding of business and 

helps to develop the skills learners need for their next steps in education or employment. 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
Studying IGCSE Business provides a foundation for many degree courses such as business management, 

international business and qualifications in accounting and finance. Business Studies leads on to a wide variety of 

potential careers such as accountancy, banking, investment, financial services, general management, personnel 

management, management consultancy, public relations, retail management, sales and marketing. 

 
Head of Commerce 

Mr. Shoeb 
shoebarif@alsadiqschool.com 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596930-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
mailto:shoebarif@alsadiqschool.com
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States of matter 

 
Atoms, elements 
and compounds 

 
Stoichiometry 

 
Electrochemistry 

 
Chemical 

energetics 

 
Chemical 
reactions 

 
Acides, bases 

and salts 

 
The Periodic 

Table 

 
Metals 

 
Chemistry of the 

environment 

 
Organic 

Chemistry 

Experimental 
techniques and 
chmical analysis 

 

Chemistry 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge IGCSE Chemistry (0620) – Specifications 

 

Why study Chemistry? 
From protecting the environment, to curing illness, chemistry underpins many aspects of our society. IGCSE 

Chemistry allows students to gain an understanding of the contribution to society and the need for a culture of 

sustainable development through the study of elements and the compounds they form. 

 

What is the course content? 
 

 

 

How will students be assessed? 
Both core and extended students will take three exam papers: 

 
Core Candidates: 

 

Paper 1 (40 Marks) Paper 3 (80 Marks) Paper 6 (40 Marks) 

Multiple choice questions 

 
Extended Candidates: 

Short answer & structured questions Experimental skills 

Paper 2 (40 Marks) Paper 4 (80 Marks) Paper 6 (40 Marks) 

Multiple choice questions Short answer & structured questions Experimental skills 
 

 

What skills will students develop? 
Cambridge IGCSE Chemistry develops a set of transferable skills including handling data, practical problem-solving 

and applying the scientific method. Learners develop relevant attitudes, such as concern for accuracy and precision, 

objectivity, integrity, enquiry, initiative and inventiveness. Students also acquire the essential scientific skills 

required for progression to further studies or employment. 

 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
Choosing Chemistry will provide learners with career opportunities in a variety of professions including medicine, 

dentistry, forensic science, careers in the pharmaceutical or petrochemical sectors, environmental sciences, 

materials energy, oceanography, aerospace, law and education. 

 
Head of Science 

Ms.Shaniba 
shaniba@alsadiqschool.com 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595428-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
mailto:shaniba@alsadiqschool.com
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The basic 
economic 
problem 

 

The allocation of 
resources 

 

Macroeconomic 
decision makers 

Government and 
the 

macroeconomy 

 

Economic 
development 

International 
trade and 

globalisation 

 

Economics 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge IGCSE Economics (0455) - Specifications 

 

Why study Economics? 
Economics is based on how society tackles the problem of infinite demands and scarce resources. Every individual 

would like a better car, clothes or holidays and governments would like to spend unlimited amounts on healthcare, 

policing and education. This is impossible, so individuals and societies make choices on how best to allocate 

resources to maximise their benefits. Economics investigate how consumers, producers and governments tackle 

this problem. 

What is the course content? 
The Cambridge IGCSE Economics course consists of the following key subject areas: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

How will students be assessed? 
Students will take two exam papers: 

 
 

Paper 1 (30 Marks) Paper 2 (90 Marks) 

Multiple choice questions Structured questions 
 

 

What skills will students develop? 
This qualification enables students to: 

- Develop an understanding of economic concepts and applying these to real-life situations 

- Calculate, interpret and evaluate economic data to make reasoned and informed judgements 

- Develop awareness of economic change and its impact on developing and developed countries 

- Understand economic issues, problems and possible solutions that affect mixed economics 

- Participate effectively in society as citizens, producers and consumers 

 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
There is a strong demand for graduates with Economics degrees and the widely transferrable analytical and 

problem-solving skills developed by these students opens doors, regardless of the industry. Students will have 

employment opportunities as economists, bankers, accountants, financial planners, economic researchers, financial 

consultants, investment analysts, actuaries and many public sector roles. 

 
Head of Commerce 

Mr. Shoeb 
shoebarif@alsadiqschool.com 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/414135-2020-2022-syllabus.pdf
mailto:shoebarif@alsadiqschool.com
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English Language 
(Compulsory) 

 

Exam Boards: 
Cambridge IGCSE English – First Language (0500) – Specifications 

Cambridge IGCSE English – Second Language (0510) – Specifications 

 

Why study English? 
Studying English will help student develop the ability to think critically and creatively, to express themselves with 

confidence and coherence, and to combine deep understanding with personal engagement in their responses to 

language. The course is designed to promote excellent achievement within the skill areas of speaking, listening, 

reading and writing. 

 

What is the course content? 
In both courses (first and second language), students will have the opportunity to develop the knowledge, skills and 

understanding of the following key objectives; reading, writing, speaking and listening. English as a first language 

goes into more depth considering candidates are usually taking the course with English as their mother tongue. 

 

How will students be assessed? 
English as a First Language 

Students will take two exam papers: 
 
 

Core: Paper 1 (80 Marks) Core: Paper 2 (80 Marks) 

Reading skills Directed writing and composition skills 

 
English as a Second Language 

Core and Extended students will take three exam papers: 

 
Core: Paper 1 (60 Marks) 

Extended: Paper 2 (80 Marks) 
Core: Paper 3 (30 Marks) 

Extended: Paper 4 (40 Marks) 
Core: Paper 5 (30 Marks) 

Extended: Paper 5 (30 Marks) 

Reading and writing Listening Speaking 
 

 

What skills will students develop? 
In both courses, students will develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively when speaking 

and writing, learn to use a wide variety of vocabulary, and the correct grammar, spelling and punctuation, and to 

develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed. 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
Both courses will provide an excellent grounding for any arts or humanities-based degree. The communication skills 

garnered from taking IGCSE English open many career opportunities for students. Many students go on to study 

media, journalism, law, digital marketing, publishing, or teaching. 

 
Head of English 

Ms. Zinnaira 
Zinnaira@alsadiqschool.com 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596961-2023-syllabus.pdf
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/556906-2022-2023-syllabus.pdf
mailto:Zinnaira@alsadiqschool.com
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Types and 
components of 

computer systems 

 
Input and output 

devices 

 
Storage devices 

and media 

Networks and the 
effects of using 

them 

 
The effects of 

using IT 

 
ICT applications 

 

Information & Communication 
Technology (ICT) 
(Compulsory) 

 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge IGCSE Information and Communication Technology (0417) – Specifications 

 

Why study ICT? 
The IGCSE ICT qualification is ideal for anybody who is remotely interested in the field of ICT. It will give a firm 

grounding in the fundamental concepts of ICT. Besides its presence everywhere, information and communication 

technology has an immense economic significance; it permeates all aspects of life, providing newer, better, and 

quicker ways for people to interact, network, seek help, gain access to information, and learn. 

 

What is the course content? 

 

      
 

      
 

   

How will students be assessed? 
Students will take three exam papers: 

 

Paper 1 (80 Marks) Paper 2 (80 Marks) Paper 3 (70 Marks) 

Theory Document production, databases & 
presentations 

Spreadsheets & website 
authoring 

What skills will students develop? 
This course provides learners with the ability to use a broad range of ICT skills and encourages knowledge and 

understanding of the development of ICT systems, networks and their safe use. Students will be given the 

opportunity to understand the rapid change of ICT in a technology-based world and the impact ICT has on the 

world. 

 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
Taking IGCSE ICT provides students with an array of 21st century career opportunities. These opportunities vary 

from being a network manager, systems analyst, programmer, database administrator, web designer, software 

engineer, business analyst to an ICT teacher/lecturer. 

 

Website authoring 

 

Spreadsheets 

 
Presentations 

 

Databases 

 
Document 
production 

 

Graphs and charts 

 

Proofing 

 

Styles 

 
Layout 

 

Images 

 

File management 

 

Communication 

 

Audience 

 

Safety and security 

 
The systems life 

cycle 

 
Head of ICT 

Ms. Geetha 
data.manager@alsadiqschool.com 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595352-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf
mailto:data.manager@alsadiqschool.com
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Major themes of the 

Qur’an 

 
The history and 

importance of the 
Qur’an 

 
The life and 

importance of the 
Prophet Muhammad 

 
The first Islamic 

community 

 
Major teachings of 
the Hadiths of the 

Prophet 

 
The history and 

importance of the 
Hadiths 

The period of rule of 
the Rightly Guided 
Caliphs and their 

importance as leaders 

 
The Articles of Faith 

and the Pillars of 
Islam 

 

Islamic Studies 
(Compulsory for Muslim students) 

 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge O Level Islamiyat (2058) – Specifications 

 

Why study Islamic Studies? 
The Cambridge O Level Islamiyat syllabus encourages students to develop lifelong skills and knowledge, 

including: 

- an understanding of the importance of the major beliefs of Islam and of the early history of the Islamic 

community 

- evaluation skills to understand how these beliefs impact on the daily lives and thoughts of Muslims 

around the world 

- familiarity with the Qur’an and Hadith in Arabic 
 

What is the course content? 
The Cambridge IGCSE Islamiyat course consists of the following key subject areas: 

 

 

How will students be assessed? 
All candidates take two written papers and answer in English. Both papers must be taken for the candidate to 

be awarded a grade. 

What skills will students develop? 
IGCSE Islamic will prepare students to have well-structured conversations with followers of other faiths. It will give 

students confidence to defend their religion by using evidence from Quran and hadeeth. Students develop a range 

of transferable skills to enable them to respond with confidence and enables them to adapt and thrive in different 

environments across educational stages. 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
This course provides skills in critical thinking, reading, observation, and written and oral communication essential to 

any successful career. It also tends to open students’ minds to new experiences and ways of approaching the world 

and to expose students to the diversity and complexities of the world around them. This course can be a useful 

option for a wide range of jobs, especially those that require you to work with the public, or involve helping people. 

Some of these might include teaching, working in charities, community development worker, advice worker and 

journalism. 

 
Head of Islamic Studies 

Ms. Naila 
naila.amir@alsadiqschool.com 
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Numbers 

 
Algebra 

Shape and 
Space 

Probability 
and Statistics 

 

Mathematics 
(Compulsory) 

 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge IGCSE Mathematics (0580) – Specifications 

 

Why study Mathematics? 
Studying IGCSE Mathematics will help develop skills such as problem-solving, analysing data, communication, 

logic/critical thinking and attention to detail, which are important in everyday life. 

 

What is the course content? 
The Cambridge IGCSE Mathematics course consists of the following key subject areas: 

 

 

How will students be assessed? 
For both Core and Extended options, students will sit two exam papers. Students taking core will sit Paper 1 (56 

marks) and Paper 3 (104 marks). Students taking extended will sit Paper 2 (70 marks) and Paper 4 (130 marks). For 

both options, the first paper consists of short-answer questions, while the second paper consists of more structured 

questions. 

Both core and extended students will take two exam papers: 

Core Candidates: 
 

Paper 1 (56 Marks) Paper 3 (104 Marks) 

Short answer questions 

 
Extended Candidates: 

Longer answer, structured questions 

Paper 2 (70 Marks) Paper 4 (130 Marks) 

Short answer questions Longer answer, structured questions 

What skills will students develop? 
Students will develop their problem-solving and reasoning skills by: 

- making deductions and drawing conclusions from mathematical information 

- constructing chains of reasoning 

- presenting arguments and proofs 

- interpreting and communicating information accurately 
 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
Studying mathematics will open a wide variety of degrees and career opportunities. Students could go on to study 

either engineering or economics. Other common mathematics based careers include investment banking, statistical 

research, logistics, market research (for business), management consultancy, financial analysis, IT (systems analysis, 

development or research), software engineering, computer programming, or teaching. 

 
Head of Mathematics 

Mr. Michael 
michael.chinonso@alsadiqschool.com 
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Motion, forces 
and energy 

 

Thermal 
physics 

 
Waves 

 

Electricity and 
magnetism 

 
Nuclear physics 

 
Space physics 

 

Physics 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge IGCSE Physics (0625) – Specifications 

 

Why study Physics? 
Through studying IGCSE Physics, you will develop your understanding of the core principles. It will also give you the 

chance to exercise more subject-specific skills in areas like astronomy, computational and experimental physics 

along with quantum mechanics. 

 

What is the course content? 
 

 

 
 

How will students be assessed? 
Both core and extended students will take three exam papers: 

 
Core Candidates: 

 

Paper 1 (40 Marks) Paper 3 (80 Marks) Paper 6 (40 Marks) 

Multiple choice questions 

 
Extended Candidates: 

Short answer & structured questions Experimental skills 

Paper 2 (40 Marks) Paper 4 (80 Marks) Paper 6 (40 Marks) 

Multiple choice questions Short answer & structured questions Experimental skills 
 

 

What skills will students develop? 
Cambridge IGCSE Physics develops a set of transferable skills including handling data, practical problem-solving and 

applying the scientific method. Learners develop relevant attitudes, such as concern for accuracy and precision, 

objectivity, integrity, enquiry, initiative and inventiveness. They acquire the essential scientific skills required for 

progression to further studies or employment. 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
Choosing Physics will provide learners with career opportunities in a variety of professions in areas such as 

aerospace and defence, education, renewable and non-renewable energy, engineering, health and medicine, 

instrumentation, manufacturing, meteorology, climate change, nanotechnology, oil and gas, telecommunications 

and architecture. 

 
Head of Science 

Ms.Shaniba 
shaniba@lsadiqschool.com 
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Urdu 

Exam Board: 
Cambridge O Level Urdu – Second Language (3248) – Specifications 

 

Why study Urdu? 
The combination of knowledge and skills in Cambridge O Level Second Language Urdu gives learners a solid 

foundation for further study. Candidates who achieve grades A* to C are well prepared to follow a wide range of 

courses including Cambridge International AS & A Level Urdu. 

 

What is the course content? 
Cambridge O Level Second Language Urdu offers learners the opportunity to develop practical communication skills 

in reading and writing. In written Urdu, learners will be able to follow factual information as well as abstract ideas, 

select relevant details and understand what is directly stated or implied. Learners are encouraged to support their 

reading and writing skills with listening and speaking but these skills are not formally assessed. 

 

Learners will be encouraged to respond effectively to a variety of stimuli. They will be able to express their 

viewpoints with a degree of accuracy and clarity, in written form, in order to meet the needs of the given purpose 

and target audience. This will enable learners to become independent users of Urdu in a range of contexts. 

 

How will students be assessed? 
All students take two exam papers: 

 
Paper 1 (50 Marks) Paper 2 (50 Marks) 

Reading and writing Grammar, writing and translation 
 

 

What skills will students develop? 
O Level Urdu develops many skills, such as the ability to communicate clearly, be confident about speaking in public 

and writing coherently. This qualification will certainly add an extra dimension to your personal skills profile which 

will impress anyone who reads your CV. This will put you in a stronger position to get a job in companies with 

international links or improve your employability if you would like to work abroad. It is an obvious advantage to 

being able to work or study in an Urdu-speaking country in later life, but you will also find it easier to learn other 

languages. 

 

What jobs/degrees are available to students who study this subject? 
The skills developed by students who study languages show skills to universities and employers which are not 

developed elsewhere in the curriculum. Students who might not consider studying the subject directly at university 

may choose to add it as a minor, e.g., Business Management with Urdu. Studying Urdu opens a wide range of 

opportunities for students interested in teaching the language, working countless jobs here in that part of the 

world. Students could be representatives for companies which requires the ability to speak the language. 

 
Head of MFL 

Ms. Noureen 
noureen.fatima@alsadiqschool.com 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Do I have to take Arabic? 
Yes, all students study Arabic in Year 10, either A or B. Arabic B students will drop Arabic in Year 11 while Arabic A 

students will continue MOE Arabic, with the option to take it as an extra IGCSE qualification. Arabic B students, in 

year 11, will spend the extra time in support sessions or supervised study. 

Do I have to do English Language? 
Yes, all students must study English; either English as a First Language, or English as a Second Language. 

 

How do I find more about subjects? 
You can reach out to subject Heads of Departments. Their contact details can be found on the top-right corner of 

each subject page in the Subject Guidance section. 

 

What is the difference between a GCSE and an IGCSE qualification? 
There is no status difference between GCSE and IGCSE programmes, both have the same weighting and recognition 

for admission and entrance to higher level study. 

 

What is the difference between a IGCSE and O Level? 
We offer O Levels in both Bengali and Urdu. Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge O Level are equivalent qualifications 

grades. Both of them are offered by Cambridge Assessment International Education (CAIE), and are equivalent to 

British GCSE and 10th board in India. 

 

What is the difference between Core and Extended? 
Cambridge Assessment International Education (CAIE) offers different exam papers to take account of differing 

abilities; Core and Extended. This allows teachers to decide on the most appropriate level of papers for their 

students. The Core curriculum in each subject is within the ability range of a large majority of students and is 

targeted at students expected to achieve grades C to G. The Extended curriculum, made up of the Core curriculum 

and the Supplement, has been designed for the more academically abled students and is targeted at those 

expected to achieve grades A* to E. 

 

The overlap of three grades (C, D and E) is designed to accommodate students who perform either better or worse 

than their teachers expect. If a student is securely in the ‘middle’ of the range, only the Extended tier will offer the 

grades the student may be capable of achieving. Students are not able to achieve above a C for their syllabus grade 

if they are entered for the Core curriculum. 

 

What are the access arrangements for students taking their IGCSEs? 
Access arrangements is provided to remove barriers that may prevent students with specific needs reaching their 

full potential. Examination boards must authorise individual access arrangement applications where a student 

meets their specific criteria. Examples of the arrangements available include extended time, a scribe, a prompt, or 

rest breaks. The Inclusion Department monitor the needs of students on an individual basis and contact parents if a 

student is entitled to access arrangements. 
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Get In Touch 

+971 4 263 4083 

Registration Enquiries 

admissionregistrar@alsadiqschool.com 

Website 

www.alsadiqschool.com 

Address 

Behind Al Tawar Center, 5th Street, Al Qusais 

Al Qusais 2, Dubai 

United Arab Emirates 
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